iv2 | The Holy Spirit Is Like . ..

When we encounter something beyond our ability to describe, we often try to
compare it to something we know. In Scripture God makes Himself known in
familiar pictures. For example, God says through the psalmist He’s a moun-
tain (see Ps. 125:2), a king (see Ps. 95:3), and a shield (see Ps. 18:2). All of
these are pictures of the Father. Jesus made Himself known in pictures too.
He said He’s a vine (see John 15:1), a door (see John 10:9), and the bread of
life (see John 6:48). Scripture also gives pictures of the Holy Spirit. Here are
five ways He makes Himself known to us.

@ As you read the following paragraphs, circle the five pictures of
the Holy Spirt. What is He like? How has He revealed Himself?

Dove. Matthew 3:16 tells us, “When Jesus was baptized, immediately he went
up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him.” The
concept that the Spirit is like a dove appears in all four Gospels. So popular is
this picture that the dove has become the universal symbol of the Holy Spirit.
According to Leviticus 12:6, the dove was one of the few sacrifices acceptable
to God in the Old Testament because of its purity.

Fire and wind. Acts 2:1-3 relates, “When the day of Pentecost arrived,
they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a
sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they
were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them.” There’s some
debate about exactly what they saw, but the Holy Spirit is definitely described

here as fire and wind.
This isn’t the first time the Spirit was compared to fire. Isaiah 4:4 says the

Holy Spirit is a “spirit of burning.” Exodus 24:17 says, “The appearance of
the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire.” John the Baptist promised
that when Jesus came, He would baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire (see
Luke 3:16). Again, the Holy Spirit is pictured as a purifier.

© Use the words purifier and purity to describe the two symbols below.

1. As a dove the Holy Spirit represents
2. As fire the Holy Spirit represents His function as

I love the picture of the Holy Spirit as wind. We have a lot of wind in Chicago.

It blows the trees all the time. The distinctive thing about wind is that you
never see it. You see only its effects. It’s the same with the Spirit. We never
see Him; we see only what He does. Jesus, talking to Nicodemus, said in John
3:8, “The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do
not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is
born of the Spirit.” I've seen the Holy Spirit’s effect in many people, especially
in our church. I've seen God changing them and challenging them, stretching
them and growing them. I’ve never seen the Holy Spirit, but I've seen His
powerful wind blowing through people’s lives. Is He blowing in yours?
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