’ If you see God’s proofs in your life, take time to thank Him for the work
of His Spirit in you. If you had to answer no to the questions today, ask
the Lord to reveal the true nature of your needs. I’'m pressing on to help
you know His fullness. +
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Proof 3: Intimacy—Am | Growing in Intimacy with God?
Romans 8:15 goes on, “You have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by
whom we cry, ‘Abba! Father!”” In the ancient world if a man was not happy
with his heirs, he could adopt a slave as a son and give him all the rights
of sonship. Romans 8:15 is saying that as children of this world who are
redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus Christ, we have been adopted into
God’s family and have been declared and treated as sons and daughters by
Almighty God. The Spirit of God has been given to us, by whom we cry out,
“Abba! Father!” That’s a term of intimacy. Every culture has its own phrase
for this intimacy. Some kids say, “Daddy!” Others say, “Papa!” Whatever the
lingo, it’s tender. God’s Spirit wants to bring you to a gentle place with the
Lord where you call Him Abba.

Women understand intimacy with God big-time, but men are clueless.
Men especially need to get to a place where we don’t feel embarrassed in our
private times with the Lord to call him, “Abba, Daddy! I need You. I love You.
I'm hurting. I want You. I'm seeking You.” You might say, “I think I would
feel a little weird calling out to God like that.” But the Spirit of God is trying
to bring you to a place where you desire and pursue that kind of private inti-
macy with God.

What keeps us from doing that? Pride. “I don’t want to feel anything,” we
say. “I’ll keep God at arm’s length—this far and no farther.” The Spirit of God
is trying to break down that pride in all of us. To be filled with His Spirit is to
desire and pursue growing intimacy with God.

@ Am | growing in intimacy with God? Yes [ No

’ Tell God your desire to grow in intimacy with Him. Ask Him to heal
and remove anything in your life that would cause you to keep Him
at a distance. Ask Abba, Father, to draw you near.

Proof 4: Security—Do | Feel Secure in Christ?
Romans 8:16 says, “The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we
are children of God.” Over and over I hear from Christians express doubt

about their salvation. They ask, “Am I really a Christian? Am I really saved?”

Well, news flash! One ministry of the Spirit of God is confirming to you the
reality of your relationship in God’s family. He wants you to know that you

Week 11: Spirit in Control, Part 2
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