w2 | Josiah’s Personal Revival

Revival is renewed interest after a period of indifference or decline. It is Goc
gladly at the center of my life, experienced and enjoyed. One of the first barr
ers to revival we may face, however, is the pride that says with attitude, Wha
have I done?

In Hosea 7:10 we read, “The pride of Israel testifies to his face; yet they d«
not return to the LORD their God, nor seek him.” It’s not easy to admit that my
heart is parched and dry. It's not easy to confess that what I set off in searcl
of has not delivered what it promised. It’s hard to swallow my pride and sa;
that what I really needed is back where I left it, waiting for my return. Toda
I want you to see an example of personal revival in Scripture when a King
overcame his pride.

@ Read about the picture of personal revival from the life of Josiah on
the opposite page. As time permits, read one or more of the biblical
accounts in 2 Kings 22:1-23:27 or 2 Chronicles 34-35.

© How did Josiah respond when He heard God’s Word read for the first time?
(1 a. He was filled with joy because he was hearing God’s Word for His
people.
U b. He was terrified. He realized he and those before him had sinned
greatly against the Lord and stood in danger of God’s judgment.

© How did God respond to Josiah's humility and repentance?
[ a. He revived His people and spared that generation from experiencing
the consequences of their sin.
0 b. He ignored Josiah's appeal for mercy and brought about the
destruction He had promised in His Word.

’ Close today’s study in prayer. Ask God to reveal pride or any other sin that
may be a barrier to personal revival. Then throw away that “umbrella” and
seek the Lord. +






