w2 | Holiness Demands Caution

Holiness rightly understood demands caution. Do you get it? Be careful. Be
very careful. Isaiah has briefly described the position of the throne and the
clothing of deity, but he really doesn’t say anything about God Himself. Not
really. He tells you about where the throne is and the train of His robe; and
then he’s, like, speechless, out of breath, afraid to say more. As a result,
Isaiah’s description moves abruptly to “Let me tell you about the angels.”

Isaiah 6:2 says, “Above him stood the seraphim.” Seraphim are angels, liter-
ally the burning ones. Apparently, they appear next to God as fire. What are
they doing? They’re standing, ever standing to serve the seated Sovereign.

Next Isaiah tells us “each had six wings.” He focuses now on a specific
seraphim. “With two [wings] he covered his face,” lest they gaze on infinite
holiness and be consumed in a moment. “And with two he covered his feet.”
Why? So that God would not see them.

Revelation 19:12 tells us that the Lord’s eyes are “like a flame of fire.” No
wonder the seraphim cover themselves. They don’t want to look at God, and
they don’t want God to look at them. Holiness, gazing at me? Not if I can help it.
But I can’t. Even though the seraphim are sinless, they don’t want heaven’s holi-
est eyes falling on their forms. “With two he covered his face, and with two he
covered his feet, and with two he flew.” Ever serving, never seeing this sovereign
God. Their motion is ceaseless as they do the bidding of Almighty God.

You can’t read verse 2 without sensing in the seraphim a consuming
carefulness around God. “Caution! Caution! Do what He says, exactly, imme-
diately, totally, every time. He’s God; we’re not. He’s holy; fly right. Don’t
look at Him. Cover yourself. Holiness! Caution! Holiness demands caution.”

© Suppose you were given the assignment to write the text for a caution
sign just outside the door to God'’s throne room. What would you say
to people who were about to enter?
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