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w3 | Holiness Determines Mystery

Holiness describes separation. It demands caution. It declares glory. And
finally, holiness determines mystery.

Let’s return to Isaiah 6: “The foundations of the thresholds shook at the
voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke” (v. 4). Isaiah,
at the door to the throne room, no doubt prostrate by now, feels the entire
room begin to shake as the Lord speaks. What the Lord said we do not know,
but it must have been a call for the vision to end, because Isaiah’s vision is
immediately shrouded by smoke.

If you're like me, you have to wonder why all the shaking? Why the
smoke? Why the audible call that the audience must end? Here’s why: holi-
ness always says, “This far; no farther. This close; no closer. This part you
get to know; this part though you can’t even comprehend.” There’s always
a mystery at the center of holiness. Inevitably, God sets up a perimeter and
halts our progress on the outskirts of holiness.

In Revelation 10:4-7 John was writing like mad everything the Spirit
showed him. Suddenly the Lord gave the command “Do not write it down.”
John may have thought, Well, I just saw it, and I want to write it down. “No,
don’t!” God has placed limits on what He wants us to know about Him.
Revelation 10 goes on to describe the day when the trumpet will sound and all
mystery will be revealed. Someday Christ will return, and those who love the
Lord will go to be with Him. Only then will the mystery be removed. “Then
[we] shall know fully, even as [we] have been fully known,” says 1 Corin-
thians 13:12. It will be a time promised in 1 John 3:2: “We shall be like him,
because we shall see him as he is.”

For now, however, as long as we’re living on earth, as long as we’re in
these imperfect bodies, there will be a certain amount of mystery. This far
and no farther—that’s why Isaiah saw the foundations shaking, heard the
voice calling out, and saw the house filling with smoke. That’s it—no more.






