w4 | The First Great Awakening

The Great Awakening in America happened during the 1730s and 1740s. Conver-
sions in the colonies increased more than fourfold. You’ve already read about
one of the key men whom God used during the Great Awakening —Jonathan
Edwards. He was tall and thin and unimpressive in his oratory skills, reading
his hour-long sermons to his congregation from his notes. Yet he possessed
a deep, profound belief in the holiness of God and the reality of hell for any
person who would pass into eternity without Jesus Christ.

His most famous sermon was “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.” The
point of his message was to awaken people to the utmost holiness of God and
the need to be reconciled with Him. During the sermon sinners in the audience
groaned, pleaded for him to stop preaching, and even fainted among them as
they listened. An eyewitness reported, “Before the sermon was done there was
a great moaning and crying throughout the whole house. ‘What shall I do to
be saved? Oh, I'm going to hell! What shall I do for Christ?” The minister was
obliged to desist, the shrieks and the cries were so piercing.”

Here is a brief quotation from that sermon. Be patient with the old style
of writing and read it for its message:

@ As you read, circle or underline statements that are particularly striking.

The wrath of God is like great waters that are dammed for the present;
they increase more and more, and rise higher and higher, till an outlet
is given; and the longer the stream is stopped, the more rapid and
mighty is its course, when once it is let loose. It is true, that judgment
against your evil works has not been executed hitherto; the floods of
God’s vengeance have been withheld; but your guilt in the mean time
is constantly increasing, and you are every day treasuring up more
wrath; the waters are constantly rising, and waxing more and more
mighty; and there is nothing but the mere pleasure of God, that holds
the waters back, that are unwilling to be stopped, and press hard to go
forward. If God should only withdraw his hand from the flood-gate, it
would immediately fly open, and the fiery floods of the fierceness and
wrath of God would rush forth with inconceivable fury, and would
come upon you with omnipotent power; and if your strength were ten
thousand times greater than it is, yea, ten thousand times greater than
the strength of the stoutest, sturdiest devil in hell, it would be nothing
to withstand or endure it.

The bow of God’s wrath is bent, and the arrow made ready on the
string, and justice bends the arrow at your heart, and strains the bow,
and it is nothing but the mere pleasure of God, and that of an angry
God, without any promise or obligation at all, that keeps the arrow one
moment from being made drunk with your blood. Thus all you that never
passed under a great change of heart, by the mighty power of the Spirit of
God upon your souls; all you that were never born again, and made new
creatures, and raised from being dead in sin, to a state of new, and before
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