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w1 | Taking Sin Seriously

Does anybody like going to the doctor? No, but we do it because we know
that if we have a problem, we need it diagnosed, treated, and out of our lives.
What good would it do if the doctor saw a big, dark spot on our X-ray and
sent us home, telling us everything was fine? The doctor might rationalize, Oh,
I wanted to tell them the truth, but I knew it would ruin their day.

© If you went to the doctor and he discovered you had aggressive cancer,
what information would you want from him? Check one.
(J a. I'd want the whole truth about my cancer, the treatment options,
and the prospects for recovery.
U b. I'd want him to sugarcoat the truth so that | wouldn't feel bad
about my condition.
U c. I'd want him to lie to me and tell me everything is OK.

In some ways a correct diagnosis is a relief, no matter how serious the prog-
nosis. I doubt you’ve ever heard anyone say, “What’s a little cancer? Let it go.”
Now we know what we need to go after. “Do the surgery, Doc. Get it all!”
Only the most foolish would choose the lie rather than the truth.

Last week we visited the throne room of heaven and got a fresh view of the
holy, exalted God of the universe. Understanding holiness and God’s incredibly
high standards for human behavior makes His command for us to “be holy,
for I am holy” (1 Pet. 1:16) totally overwhelming. It reveals to us how pitifully
ravaged we are by sin and what our lives have become. There’s no way any of
us could compare ourselves to God’s holy stature, We’re desperately riddled
with the cancer of sin. Unless we embrace an aggressive treatment plan, it’s
terminal.

“Wait a minute,” you say. “I’'m a Christian! Jesus forgave my sins.” Yes, He
did. Christ paid the full price for your redemption. Through faith in Him your
salvation is secure. That’s the eternal picture, but don’t make the mistake so
many Christians do by confusing salvation with sanctification. The former
deals with your eternal standing before God in Christ; the latter deals with
God’s postconversion work in you today. What are you allowing God to do
about sin in your life today? Even though you have been forgiven and saved
by the work of Jesus Christ, there remains in you a definite bent toward doing
things your own way. God wants sin out of your life because it’s the only
thing that keeps you from experiencing the torrential downpour of blessing
He wants to rain on you.

© Match the word on the left with the correct description on the right.
Write a letter beside the number.
___ 1. salvation a. Growing in Christlikeness and becoming
increasingly free from choosing to sin

___2.sanctification b. Receiving Christ's eternal forgiveness for my sin
(Answers: 1-b, 2-a)






