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w2 | Sin’s Origin, Extent, and Intent

After the glory of Jesus Christ, who is the solution to sin, the next most domi-
nant theme in Scripture is sin itself. More than two thousand times the Bible
uses various synonyms to refer to sin, ungodliness, wickedness, or unrigh-
teousness. On nearly every page and in nearly every chapter, this destructive
human condition is described in horrific detail.

Sin Defined

Sin is any failure to conform to God'’s standard from His Word—in action, in
failure to act, or in attitude. The Hebrew word is chata’; the Greek word is
hamartia. Both of these words mean to miss the mark, as in an archer’s target,
but of course, God doesn’t play games. Sin is much more serious than “Oops, I
didn’t get a bull’s-eye.” Or “Uh-oh, missed again; I really stink at this.” No, sin
is not a game. It’s the reason for every dark human experience. It’s the reason
Christ’s death was necessary. Romans 6:23 says, “The wages of sin is death.”

@ See if you can identify the words or phrases that are related to sin.
Check all that apply.

U righteousness U transgression O missing the mark
Q iniquity U unrighteousness Q evil

U trespass J lawless 1 disobedience

U ungodly U unholy U misdeed
Jwrong O wickedness U rebellion

If you checked all but righteousness, you are correct. Where does all this sin
come from?

The Origin of Our Sin

Many of the problems, struggles, and fears you face today are because of
what happened in the garden of Eden in the very first days of history. Adam
and Eve chose to go their own way. In Genesis 2:16-17 God told them, “You
may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall
surely die.” They were created with the freedom to choose, and they chose
the only thing God forbade. According to Genesis 3:6-7, “When the woman
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and
that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate;
and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then
the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked.” They
surrendered their innocence to sin.

The Bible teaches that Adam and Eve passed their sin nature, like a bad
gene, to all of humankind. Romans 5:12,19 reports, “Just as sin came into the
world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all
men ... by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners.” David
said in Psalm 51:5, “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, / and in sin did






