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My Conscience Accuses Me
Beyond your heart knowledge of God, God has givento each of us a conscience—
an internal alarm about what’s right and wrong. Everyone is born with a
conscience. None of us can plead ignorance. We can’t show up in heaven
someday and say, “Oh, I'm so sorry, God. I didn’t know.” Romans 1:19 says,
“What can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to
them.” I love that. What can be known about God is clearly seen. It’s evident
to us because God has woven it into our conscience. God made you to know
some things about Him. He wrote them on our hearts.

Look at Romans 2:14-15: “When Gentiles, who do not have the law, by
nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though
they do not have the law. They show that the work of the law is written on
their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting
thoughts accuse or even excuse them” (emphasis added). That’s conscience.

Can you let your conscience be your guide? No, you cannot. First, your
conscience is conditioned by what you know. The more you stay in God’s Word,
the more tender your conscience grows. Second, your conscience is conditioned
by what you do. The more you do right, the more tenderhearted you become.
The more you do wrong, the more calloused and hard you become. That’s
why 1 Timothy 4:2 says your conscience can actually become seared or lose its
capacity to feel pain. If you feel no twinge of guilt about sin, it’s because your
conscience has been seared. Eventually, some people become pathological and
criminally evil because they silenced their conscience through repeated sin.

@ Match the conscience on the right with the things that develop or result
from such a conscience on the left. Write a letter beside each number.

_ 1. No feelings of guilt about sin a. Tender, sensitive conscience

2. Produced by repeated sin b. Calloused, seared conscience

__ 3. Developed by doing right

___ 4. Developed by spending time in God's Word

(Answers: 1-b, 2-b, 3-a, 4-a)

My Creator Convicts Me
Not only does my conscience convict me, but God Himself also convicts me
that I will answer for the choices I make. Romans 1:20 says, “His invisible
attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been
made. So they are without excuse.”

I was playing golf with a couple of guys this week who are a lot better
golfers than I am. I wasn’t hitting the ball very well—sometimes it went left,
sometimes right. I think I need new clubs. But honestly, it’s not the tools; it’s
the tradesman. The problem isn’t the golf club; the problem is the golfer. It’s
the law of cause and effect. It’s a basic law of the universe. The idea of an
effect without a cause is the height of foolishness.

A high fever left 19-month-old Helen Keller without sight, hearing, and
speech. But from age seven, she was blessed to have an excellent teacher in
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