’ Pray that the Lord will enable you to humble yourself as you deal seri-
ously with your sin. Ask Him to cleanse you thoroughly of sin and set
you free from its power. Ask Him to help you minister to your brothers
or sisters in Christ that they may also know His healing touch. +

w+ | The Dangers of Unchecked Sin

In Romans 1:21 Paul wrote, “Although they knew God, they did not honor
him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking,
and their foolish hearts were darkened.” Other words for futile are foolish
or pointless; it’s thinking that is soft or logically unsound. When sin drives
decisions, we can expect a lot of foolish thinking. In fact, sin so distorts our
discernment that we begin to think we can invent a god that will agree with
us. Romans 1:22-23 summarizes, “Claiming to be wise, they became fools,
and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal
man and birds and animals and reptiles.”

Everybody worships. If you don’t worship the God of creation through
His Son, Jesus Christ, then you worship something else. The world is full of
man-made religions and self-appointed, self-made, or substitute gods. To the
sound-minded person, making up your own god is so insane that it’s silly; but
to the mind darkened by sin, it’s the natural next step. Notice in the following
Scriptures the consequences of unchecked sin.

@ Read the following Scriptures and underline the phrase “God gave
them up” each time it occurs.
* “God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts” (Rom. 1:24).
¢ “God gave them up to dishonorable passions” (Rom. 1:26).
¢ “Since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up”
(Rom. 1:28).

Does God Really Give People Up to Sin?

Samson was a slave to sensual pleasure. Remember how Delilah tempted him
with sexual sin to learn the secret of his strength? Finally, she shaved off his
hair and called out the enemy. Samson met the Philistines at the door saying,
“‘I will go out as at other times and shake myself free’ But he did not know
that the LORD had left him” (Judg. 16:20).

In fact, the Lord had departed from the whole nation of Israel. In Judges 10
God had told them, “You have forsaken Me. ... Therefore I will deliver you no
more. Go and cry out to the gods which you have chosen; let them deliver you
in your time of distress” (Judg. 10:13-14, NKJV). Their futile minds had so dete-
riorated because of sin that they had made up idols to take God’s place. And God
was saying, in effect, “You think that’s better than Me? You think that’s going to
meet your needs? Go have that, and we’ll see if your idols satisfy your hearts.”






