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w1 | Recognition of Sin, Part 1

@ Fill in the blanks to define repentance as given in the DVD message (p. 79).

Repentance is a recognition of for what it is,

followed by heartfelt

culminating in a of behavior.

When we see afresh from God’s Word (like Rom. 1) where sin takes us, we
should be ready to run in the other direction. Repentance begins with a recog-
nition of sin for what it is. To help us do that, I want to review in more detail
the kinds of sins that too often remain lodged in a believer’s life. Here are
three broad categories where you may need God to work.

Pride. Hardly anyone would disagree that pride is sin. Pride is the complete
state of anti-God. It’s self-centered thinking—I, me, my, mine, me first, all the
time, nobody else. Acting-like-I'm-better-than-I-am, have-others-notice-me,
don’t-make-me-look-bad-or-I’ll-make-you-pay pride.

Pleasure. Pleasure itself is not sin because God “richly supplies us with all
things to enjoy” (1 Tim. 6:17, NASB}. Pleasure becomes sin when we pursue
it at the wrong time, with the wrong person, or in the wrong amount.

Priorities. This term describes the good left undone. Do you know to
love your neighbor, pay your bills, walk with God, tell others about Jesus, and
forgive when you are injured? Do you know to do these things? James 4:17 says,

“Whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.”

© Match the sin on the left with the correct definition on the right.
Write a letter beside the number.

__ 1. Pride a. Leaving undone the good God
has commanded
__ 2. Pleasure b. Thinking too highly of myself
and my interests
___ 3. Priorities c. Pursuing something that feels good at the

wraong time, with the wrong person, or in

the wrong amount
(Answers: 1-b, 2-c, 3-a)

Pride, pleasure, and priorities are just three broad categories of sin. If we
want to see sin in the mirror, we have to drill down into more detail. Can you
handle it? This is the hard work many people are not doing, and the result
is spiritual poverty we have come to call normal. So let’s go after this with
energy, believing that an outpouring of blessing and favor from God Himself
is the reward on the other side of this look at personal sin. Under each of the
three broad categories are three subcategories of sin in that area. Beyond that
is a countless list of specifics. Let’s preview. Then we’ll dig.






