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w3 | Revival and Moving Forward

Mark 4: Revival Toward God

Like a river rushing down a mountainside, like a waterfall from a cool stream,
God’s mercy will now begin to wash over your life. Repentance will bring
an obvious restoration of your relationship with the Lord. Your heart will
become very sensitive to sin, and you will experience an increased capacity
to rejoice in God’s blessings. You’ll hunger more for God’s Word and crave
things of the flesh less. Paul points this out as he continues his description of
genuine repentance.

Paul characterizes the Corinthians’ renewed relationship with God in the
words “What fear” (2 Cor. 7:11). Previously, the Corinthians were involved in
all kinds of sexual sin, and they didn’t care what God thought. Their genuine
repentance had increased in them “the fear of the Lord.”

Fear is the attitude of heart that seeks a right relationship with the source
of the fear. If I'm afraid of fire, I stand back a bit. If I'm afraid of water, I
don’t go in over my head. If I fear God, I'm very careful to do exactly as He
asks, as quickly as I can. Fear of God is a good thing. “The fear of the LORD
is the beginning of wisdom,” says Proverbs 9:10. Every revived heart has an
increased sense of God’s nearness and our accountability to Him. The biblical
term for that increased awe or respect is fear, and Paul observed that in the
repentant Corinthians.

Paul also observed the revival flowing from their repentant hearts as an
increased passion for the things of the Lord. He marveled, “What longing,
what zeal” (2 Cor. 7:11). All of a sudden, church isn’t a chore anymore for the
repentant person. Bible study is not a burden. You delight in all God and His
people and His Word have for you.

Zeal in the revived heart is an increased passion for the things of God.
Life is not drudgery anymore. It doesn’t matter what’s in the newspaper this
week or what’s coming around the next corner. The revived person finds joy
in every situation because he remembers this thing called life is only tempo-
rary. We’re going to heaven someday! And until then, each breath is for God.
This joy is a big part of revival. Remember our definition? Revival is renewed
interest after a period of indifference or decline. Revival brings more of God
in your life, experienced and enjoyed.

© What is the fourth mark of genuine repentance?

Mark 5: Moving Forward

Here’s the final mark of genuine repentance: moving forward and not looking
back. Many people spend their lives lamenting what they see in the rearview
mirror. If you're thinking, Oh, if I had chosen differently when I was in college,
if only I had not ... if I had just quit ... if I hadn’t gone there. Why did I do
that? Why am 1 like this? Many people have their lives sadly submerged in
a sea of regret—what might have been. It’s easy to spot people who haven’t






