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eyt | Jesus Is Substituting

The cross of Jesus Christ is the signature symbol of the central event in the history
of civilization. Not until the second century was the cross welcomed as the central
symbol of Christianity. In the fourth century the emperor Constantine saw it in a
vision and banned it as an instrument of execution. In fact, the cross was never
thought of as anything but a hideous instrument of death until everyone who had
actually seen a crucifixion had died. Only then did people represent the cross as
something sacred in sculpture, paintings, and other artistic forms.

Today we depict the cross as common. Jewelers pound it into all sorts of
finery we can staple to our ears and wear around our necks. Merchandisers
manufacture this symbol of unlimited atonement into fuzzy things for my
rearview mirror or stand-ups for my garden. From teacups to T-shirts, the
cross has cornered the market on crassness. Department stores hawk choco-
late ones for Holy Week. Baseball players and businessmen cross themselves
before a big moment. The cross itself has become big business. But it was
never intended to be a lucky trinket. This is profanity in the truest sense. Is it
any wonder we have lost the wonder of what happened on Calvary?

@ Think about your own spaces. Where do you find a cross? Check all
that apply.
(3 On the mirror or back of my car 1 On the front door of our house
A On a necklace around my neck Q On the desk in my office

Q In our garden J On clothing in my closet or drawers
U In our family/living room (1 On the wall in a picture or painting
U On a shelf Q In the kitchen

@ Evaluate the use of the cross in your spaces above. How would you
describe their value to you spiritually? Check one or write your own.
( a. They prompt me to think of Christ with love and reverence.
U b. They have become so commonplace that | don't pay much attention.
U c. | use them as a testimony of my love for Christ and faith in Him.
U d. I use them to prove to others how religious | am.
U e. Other:

Christ’s resurrection accomplished salvation and verified Christ’s victory over
death. But the cross of Jesus Christ showed us God’s grace. Everything God
wants us to know about Himself comes together in those crossbeams.

Our purpose this week is to elevate Christ’s work on the cross. Think
about Him there. In your mind’s eye picture Jesus stretched out against the
sky. What's He doing there? That’s the question we will explore. We’ll focus
our attention on the Gospel of Matthew to discover four answers to that ques-
tion: What’s Jesus doing on the cross?

* He’s substituting. ® He’s scandalizing.

* He’s suffering. ¢ He's satisfying.






