w2 | He's Scandalizing and Suffering

The cross is an outrageous offense. It doesn’t matter at what vantage point
you stand or where you grew up or what you know. The cross makes scan-
dalous claims that cause intense reactions.

Pilate was so smug and self-assured that even the over-the-top, blood-
thirsty crowd unsettled him. “So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing,
but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands
before the crowd, saying, ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it your-
selves’” (Matt. 27:24).

The Jews rejecting Christ called out for His crucifixion. Crucifixion was
the most shameful, painful, awful death a person could experience, and they
wanted it for Jesus. They passionately pleaded for Christ’s torturous death in
a way that defies explanation.

@ Underline the words describing ways people scandalously mistreated
the Lord. I've underlined one for you.

“The soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s
headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion [600
soldiers] before him. And they stripped him and put a scarlet
robe on him, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they
put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And
kneeling before him, they mocked him [meaning they
made him look like a fooll, ... And they spit on him ...
And when they had mocked him, they stripped him
of the robe ... and led him away to crucify him. ...

“They offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall [a narcotic
to dull the pain], but when he tasted it, he would not drink
it. ... Those who passed by derided him, wagging their
heads and saying, ... ‘He saved others; he cannot save

himself. ... And the robbers who were crucified with
him also reviled him in the same way.”

Matthew 27:27-44

First the Romans, then the Jewish leaders, now even the criminals take their
shot at the Savior on the cross. What a scandal! A scandal is an action or event
that causes a public outcry and generates expressions of malicious sentiment.
The cross of Jesus Christ has always been irrationally and inexplicably an
outrageous scandal.

It goes on to this day everywhere around us. You can follow Mohammed or
Ghandi or any religion of the East. You can be a washed-out liberal Christian
or a closet Catholic, and everything will be wonderful. You can be for abor-
tion, promote homosexuality, and support every liberal agenda in the country,






