w1 | Jesus Is Satisfying

If the cross of Jesus Christ is the central target at which all biblical content
shoots, the subject of how His death satisfies God’s wrath is the bull’s-eye.
The gospel of Jesus Christ is only a concept until we comprehend the way
Jesus’ death on the cross satisfied God’s wrath for sin.

Matthew 27:51 reports, “Behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in
two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split.” The
temple represented God’s presence. God dwelled in unapproachable holiness
at the back of the temple in the holy of holies behind an impenetrable curtain.
No one went into the holy of holies behind the curtain, which was at least
eight inches thick, except a priest and then only once a year. The curtain
reminded everyone of the sin that separated man and God.

How awesome to read in Matthew 27:50-51 that at the precise moment,
when Jesus “cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit,”
immediately “the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom”
(emphasis added). The temple curtain had kept people out of God’s presence,
but at the moment Jesus died as an atoning sacrifice for sin, the veil was
torn in two, not from bottom to top as if a man were standing there saying,
“We don’t need this anymore” but from top to bottom because God Himself
reached down and tore the symbol of His separation from each of us. Because
Jesus suffered and was substituted for us, He satisfied the wrath of a holy
God against sin. Now the way is open to God. Sin is now paid for. “The way
is open,” He declares. “Come into My presence. Wrath is averted. My Son
has paid the price for your sin. Evil, sinful men can now approach holiness.”
Why? Because of the cross. With this action of tearing the temple veil, God
says, “Sin has been paid for. Satisfied!”
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