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w3 | Grace That Removes

Grace That Removes—My Past Is Gone

You might say, “My issue is not the way I see those who are different from
me. My issue is the way I see myself. My problem is the choices I have made
and the things I have done. When I think of living in God’s grace, the biggest
barrier is what I see in me.” Do you realize that the entire body of Christ is
made up of people like you? We have all experienced grace because we have
all come to understand that we really needed it. Notice this:

“You, who were dead in your trespasses, ... God made alive
together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses,
by canceling the record of debt that stood against us”

Colossians 2:13-14

Grace asserts that all past sins are wiped away because of the cross.

e How can a murderous revolutionary who died for his actions receive the
promise of eternal paradise just because he comes around at the last minute
(see Luke 23:42-43)? It’s called grace.

e Why would a man stoop to help his sworn enemy who had been robbed and
beaten (the religious dudes all took a pass) and then spend his resources to
restore his enemy’s health and strength (see Luke 10:33-35)? It’s called grace.

e How can a guy who shows up for the last part of the workday get the exact
same pay as others who have been slaving for hours in the hot sun (see
Matt. 20:8-15)? It’s called grace.

e Why does the son who lived like a pig and then moved in with the pigs
get to be forgiven, restored, and have a party thrown in his honor (see
Luke 15:11-31)? It’s called grace.

A list of amazing-grace stories in the New Testament could fill many pages. Each
one is shocking, outrageous, unearned, and undeserved. It’s called grace!

@ s this an area where you still struggle to accept God's truth about your
past? Check one.

(J a. No. Thank God, my past is gone. Sure, | still remember it,
but it doesn't affect my day-to-day walk with the Lord.

U b. Yes. | know what you're saying in my head, but my heart isn't willing
to let it go. And even my mind at times tries to convince me against
what | know is true.

U c. I'd answer both yes and no. Sometimes | seem to walk in freedom
from my past, and other times I'm in the middle of my shame.

Where Is My Past Now?
Believe me when I tell you that God does not want His children wallowing in
a past He has forgiven. If you're wondering what happened to all the wrong






