iv3 | The Holy Spirit Is Active
and Personal

You can be sure of this: the Holy Spirit isn’t sitting around playing cards. He’s
active at this very moment. When we talk about all the Lord is doing in our
lives, in the church, and throughout the world, we're talking about the work
of the Holy Spirit. We try not to overemphasize this person of the Trinity
because Scripture tells us that the Holy Spirit’s heart and mission is to make
Jesus known (see John 15:26). The Holy Spirit doesn’t want to be in the spot-
light. He wants the spotlight to be focused on the Son, Jesus Christ.

The Holy Spirit was active in the incarnation of Christ from the very begin-
ning. When the angel told Mary she was going to give birth to Jesus, she asked,
“How’s this going to happen? How am I going to give birth to God’s Son?” Luke
1:35 reports how the angel answered her: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be called holy—the Son of God.” The mysterious, miraculous concep-
tion of the God-Man Jesus Christ was a ministry of the Holy Spirit.

The Spirit Is a Person

We must never accept the heresy that the Holy Spirit is just a force or an
influence. The Arians taught in the early church that the Holy Spirit was the
exerted energy of God, the result of God’s work but not a person. The Socians
at the time of the Reformation taught the same thing. Later, theologians like
Friedrich Schleiermacher, the Unitarians, and most neocorthodox theologians
denied the distinct personality of the Holy Spirit. Today Mormons and Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses do not believe that the Holy Spirit is God but the force or the
influence of God.

If somebody from one of these cults ends up on your front porch, can
you prove the Spirit’s personhood from Scripture? Let’s think it through for a
moment. If the Holy Spirit is really a person, He should have the attributes of
personhood. As evidence of a soul, you need to have a mind, emotions, and a
will. Does the Holy Spirit have these elements of personhood? Yes, He does.

Corinthians 2:11 says the Holy Spirit has intellect, the capacity to know.
Ephesians 4:30 says we can grieve the Holy Spirit; therefore, He has emotions.
First Corinthians 12:11 says the Holy Spirit chooses which gift to give to believ-
ers “as he wills” (emphasis added).

The Holy Spirit has a mind, emotions, and a will. The Holy Spirit is not
just the force of God; He’s not just influenced by God; He is God. The Holy
Spirit is moving right now, using God’s Word to illuminate truth in our lives,
convicting us of sin, calling us to righteousness, and reminding us of the real-
ity of judgment.

Everything related to the revival God wants to bring to your life comes
through the Spirit of God. If you don’t have the Holy Spirit’s power, you’ll
never know real, growing, genuine faith in God. At the end of the day, revival
is more of the Holy Spirit actively working, stirring, and moving in you.

* Week 10: Spirit in Control, Part 1
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